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ABSTRACT 

There are two opposing views of scholars and different 

religions regarding the permission or non-permission of war on the 

basis of honor and lawfulness of human life.  

The Hindus and Jews legalize war, whereas the Buddhists 

and Christians consider it illegal. Islam follows the middle path and 

attributes the legality of war to its purpose because only the purpose 

tells the righteousness or wrongfulness of any deed.  

Islam has prevented from all those purposes that eliminate 

the cause of Allah Almighty from war. Islam does not legalize war 

for any worldly purpose so the pursuit of fame, kingship, booty, 

conquering another land or national or personal revenge is not legal. 

Jihad has been enjoined for the elimination of hurdles in the path of 

Allah. It clarifies the policy of Islam that war is not an end but it is a 

means to an end. Today the west is doing propaganda against Islam 

that Islam spread through sword and the concept of jihad is being 

related to terrorism. The purposes of jihad should be kept in mind in 

order to understand the philosophy of jihad. The aim of this paper is 

to highlight the purposes of jihad and its importance. Views of 

various scholars have been observed in this study along with 

references from Quran and Hadith.  
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There are two opposing views of scholars and different 

religions regarding the permission or non-permission of war on the 

basis of honor and lawfulness of human life. Discussing the 

philosophy of war, Abdul Salam Nadvi expresses his views in these 

words: 
“There is a great disagreement of Ulema about war. 
One group considers it the root cause of all human 
problems and the other group thinks that it has a lot of 
advantages along with its disadvantages. That is why it 
cannot be separated from cultural element.” (1) 

Same is the situation of major religions. The Hindus and 

Jews legalize war, whereas the Budh and Christians consider it 

illegal. Hindus and Jews legalize war for all those purposes which 

their inner-selves desire. They do not distinguish between right and 

wrong as to its purposes. The Budh and Christians feel that the 

killing of human beings by fellow human beings is not legal. 

Between these two extremes, Islam follows the middle path and 

attributes the legality of war to its purpose because only the purpose 

tells the righteousness or wrongfulness of any deed. Islam legalizes 

all those wars that are carried out in the way of Allah. War for the 

sake of envy, repression, cruelty, greed, revenge and finance has 

been branded as illegal. Syed Maududi writes: 

“It (Islam) divides war into two types keeping in view 
the nature of man, the requirements of man and 
betterment of mankind. One type of war is that which is 
fought for the sake of land, money, rule and desires of 
the self. Second type of war is that which is fought for 
the sake of truth and against cruelty and oppression. 
The first type has been termed as anarchy and chaos. It 
has been called the worst crime and Islam fully 
prohibits it. The second type of war, if carried out 
without any personal interest and purely for the right 
cause then it is Jihad in the way of Allah. It is best kind 
of worship and most divine obligation and there is no 
better of help mankind than this.” (2) 
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Islam has prevented from all those purposes that eliminate 

the cause of Allah Almighty from war. It has been explained in Holy 

Quran in the following verse: 

[  L  K  J    I  H  GF  E  D  C  B  A

MZ (3)  

“Those who believe fight in the Cause of Allah, and those 
who disbelieve, fight in the cause of Satan. So fight you 
against the friends of Satan. Ever feeble indeed is the plot 
of Satan.” 

It is a clear cut message in which the distinction between 

right and wrong has been clearly mentioned. The people who fight 

for the cruelty, oppression, material gain and personal purposes are 

comrades of Satan and those who fight against them are the soldiers 

of Allah Almighty. Every war whose purpose is to harm the 

Muslims is the devilish war and it has no connection with Allah. 

Those who fight for the poor and miserable, who want to stop 

oppression and establish peace and justice, and who fight against 

oppression and anarchists to provide a peaceful life to the people are 

the fighters in the way of Allah. They do not help the miserable but 

they help Allah Almighty. Therefore, the Muslims have never been 

told that the purpose of war is land or material gains. They have 

been told that as a result of war in the way of Allah they will find 

the happiness of their Lord and protection from the perdition of hell. 

As it is clear from the verse below: 

 [  o   y  x  w  v     u  t   s  r  q   po    |  {

«     ª   ©  ¨   §  ¦  ¥¤  £  ¢  ¡ �   ~  }Z (4) 

“O you who believe! Shall I guide you to a trade that will 
save you from a painful torment? That you believe in 
Allah and His Messenger SAW, and that you strive hard 
and fight in the Cause of Allah with your wealth and your 
lives: that will be better for you, if you but know!”  

Allah loves those who fight solely for His cause as it has 

been mentioned in the following verse: 
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[    ¨      §  ¦  ¥  ¤  £  ¢  ¡  �   ~

©Z (5) 

“Verily Allah loves those who fight in His Cause in rows 
as if they were a solid structure.”  

It can also be understood by the following Hadith from Sehai 

Sittah: 

Hazrat Abu Musa Ashari RA narrates: “A person came 

to the Holy Prophet  and asked that some fight for the 
booty, some fight for fame and some fight to show their 
bravery, who amongst them fights in the way of Allah? 

The Holy Prophet  replied that only the person who 
fights to uphold the name of Allah fights in the way of 
Allah.” (6) 

Hazrat Abu Musa Ashari RA narrates another Hadith and 

says: 

“A person came to the Holy Prophet  and he said, “O 

Prophet of Allah , what is fighting in the way of Allah? 
Some of us fight in anger, some for the honor of nation?” 

the Holy Prophet  raised his head and said the one who 
fights to uphold the name of Allah fights in the way of 
Allah.” (7) 

Abu Amama Bahli RA narrates that a person came to Holy 

Prophet  and asked what will be given to him who fights for 

material gain and fame? The Holy Prophet  replied nothing. It was 

strange for that person, he came back and asked the same question 

and the Holy Prophet SAW again gave the same reply. He was not 

satisfied and came again and asked the same question till the Holy 

Prophet  said: 

“Allah does not accept any deed unless it is done only for 
His happiness.” (8) 

Muaz Bin Jabal RA narrates, the Holy Prophet  said: 

“There are two types of fight. The person who fought 
purely for Allah cause and followed the leader, spent his 
best finance and abstained from chaos then his sleep and 
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waking deserves blessing from Allah. And the person who 
fought for show off and to gain fame and did not follow 
the leader and created chaos will not be spared (i.e. he 
will face perdition).” (9) 

Abada Bin Samit RA narrates that once the Holy 

Prophet  said: 
“The person who went to fight for Allah and intended even 
for a rope for tethering camel then he will only get the 
rope and none of the blessings.” (10) 

Abu Huraira RA narrates that once the Holy Prophet  said: 

“Three people will be judged first of all on the day of 
Judgment. First the person who fought in the path of Allah 
will be brought. Allah will tell about His blessing on him 
and when he will admit the blessings then Allah will ask 
him, ‘what did you do for me?’ He will reply, ‘I fought for 
you until I got martyred.’ Allah will say, ‘You tell lies. You 
only fought for the purpose that people will say he is very 
brave, your purpose if fulfilled.’ Then Allah will order 
perdition for that person and he will be thrown in hell 
headlong.” (11) 

Abdullah Bin Masu’d RA narrates that the Holy Prophet  

said: 

“On the day of Judgment one person will come holding 
the forelock of another person and will say, ‘O Allah! This 
person killed me.’ Allah will ask, ‘Why did you kill him?’ 
the person will say that he killed that person for the sake 
of Allah’s honor. On this Allah will say, ‘Yes, the honor is 
for me.’ Then another person will come holding the hand 
of another man and will say that he killed me. Allah will 
ask, ‘Why did you kill him?’ He will say that he killed that 
person for the honor of another man. Then Allah will say, 
‘honor was not his right.’ And he will be captured in this 
crime.” (12)  

This mode of teaching purges war from all worldly pursuits. 

Islam does not legalize war for any worldly purpose so the pursuit of 

fame, kingship, booty, conquering another land or national or 

personal revenge is not legal. Islam has explained all this.  
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Islam is a universal and international religion and it carries a 

universal message. Its individuality can be seen in all the walks of 

life and it can also be seen in the field of war. It negates war for all 

the negative purposes and legalizes it for only some right purposes. 

If we deeply study the legalized purposes of war in Islam, they are 

numerous. Only three of the basic purposes have been discussed 

here in detail. All the other purposes fall under them. 

Upholding of Allah’s word: 

The propagation of religion to all people of all territories and 

eras is a rightful purpose of war. Islam came for the reformation and 

welfare of whole mankind. The Holy Prophet  spread Islam to the 

Arabs and left the world after putting his nation on the path of glory. 

He  enjoined upon Sahaba and the people after them to spread the 

message of Islam to other nations and people of the world. But 

history is witness that rebellious and transgressors of the religion of 

Allah do not allow the people to accept religion according to their 

free will. There are a lot of such instances when the Holy Prophet  

was tortured and teased on account of preaching the oneness of 

Allah and stopping from the worship of false deities. The people 

who approved and accepted the message of the Holy Prophet  

were also tortures and ultimately exiled the Holy Prophet  and his 

followers from Makkah. The pagans of Makkah tried to control the 

minds of people and denied them the right of free choice of religion. 

The pagans used oppressive measures to stop the true religion. If the 

pagans were left free in doing this, the wrong would have oppressed 

the right and the darkness of disbelief would have prevailed over the 

light of truth. So order for war was given and people were asked to 

support it in order to eliminate the hurdles in the propagation of 

Islam. Same was the purpose of all the wars after this. Upholding 

the word of Allah is the prime and soles purpose of Jihad. If the 

propagation of religion is going smoothly then there is no need of 

sword but if the people are facing difficulty in treading the path of 

Allah then this difficulty must be eliminated. In Surah al Infaal, 
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Allah Almighty orders jihad against all those who put hurdles in the 

propagation of religion: 

[  K   J   I  H  GPO  N  M  L 

          Z  Y  XW  V  U  T   S  R  Q 

]   \       [Z (13) 

“Verily, those who disbelieve spend their wealth to hinder 
from the path of Allah, and so will they continue to spend 
it; but in the end it will become anguish for them. Then 
they will be overcome. And those who disbelieve will be 
gathered unto Hell.”  

In Surah Tauba, the purpose of war against disbelievers has 

been told: 

[  X  W    V  UT  S   R  Q  P  O  N  M

Z  YZ(14)
  

“They have purchased with the verses of Allah a little 
gains, and they hindered men from His way; evil indeed is 
that which they used to do.” 

Then the war against the people of scripture has been 

ordered because they try hard to stop people from the path of virtue. 

Allah says in Holy Quran: 

[ I  H  G  F  E    D  C   B  A   

P  O  N  M  L  K  JZ (15)  

“O you who believe! Verily, there are many of the 
rabbis and the monks who devour the wealth of mankind 
in falsehood, and hinder from the way of Allah.” 

In the same way in Bdaya al Sina’ae, obligation of jihad has 

been described in these words: 

“The purpose of the obligation of jihad is the 
propagation and glory of Islam and to overcome and 
eliminate the vice of disbelievers.” (16) 
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Allama Kasani further writes: 

“Killing (for the sake of Islam) has not been enjoined 
for the sake of killing but it has been enjoined for the 
propagation of Islam.” (17) 

According to Imam Ibn e Tamia: 

“The real purpose of jihad is that the religion of Allah 
wholly prevails and word of Allah be glorified.” (18) 

Jihad has been enjoined for the elimination of hurdles in the 

path of Allah. If the enemies of Islam are muffling the propagation 

of religion to the people and they try to deny true religion to the 

people then armed effort should be made against them till their 

defeat. As Syed Qutab Shaheed said: 

“Islam came for the whole mankind and the glory of the 
word of Allah means that the teachings of Islam be 
spread to whole mankind and there should be no hurdle 
between people and blessings of Islam. The person who 
puts hurdle in the propagation of Islam with power then 
that person is in reality transgressor against the word of 
Allah. The elimination of such a person is the glory of 
the word of Allah.” (19) 

If the propagation of Islam is going on smoothly and there is 

no hurdle in its propagation then there is no need of war. As Dr. 

Mahmood Ahmed Ghazi writes: 

“The one and only purpose of jihad is the propagation 
of Islamic teachings and its support. If the means of 
propagation are available and there is no hurdle in its 
way, no oppression is practiced against Muslims 
throughout the world and the people are free to lead 
their lives in full freedom to practice Islam then there is 
no need of taking sword.” (20) 

Sharia legalizes armed effort only against those who muffle 

the spread of Islam and propagation of Islamic teachings. Islam did 

not spread through sword. The use of power is only legalized for the 

safety of Islam against those who put hurdles in its smooth 

progression. They not only reject the message of Islam but also try 

to stop it. If a person does not embrace Islam and live with Muslims 
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in complete peace under a treaty then there is no legality of war 

against that person. Therefore Islam focuses on two points before 

going for war. If any of these two is agreed upon then there is no 

need of war. The first of these two points is that they should be 

invited to embrace Islam as it has been told to Muslim warriors in 

Bdaya al Sina’ae: 

“Killing is not legal before giving invitation to embrace 
Islam.” (21) 

If the opposing nation does not know the teachings of Islam 

then it is necessary to invite them to accept Islam. If the opposing 

nation knows the teachings of Islam even then it is better to invite 

them to Islam before fighting. May be they accept Islam this time 

and the motive of Islam is achieved without fight. It clarifies the 

policy of Islam that war is not an end but it is a means to an end. It 

shows the importance of the message of Islam and also the fact that 

Islam likes peace more than war. If the opposing nation accepts 

Islam then the objective is achieved and there is no reason for fight. 

But if they reject this invitation then second option should be offered 

to them that they accept to live as tax payers to Muslims. As it has 

been told in Bdaya al Sina’ae: 

“If they do not accept to convert to Islam then they 
should be offered to pay tax.” (22) 

According to this treaty there will be no objection if they 

practice their own religion. As a result of tax they will live under 

security and peace. This tax is not applicable to disabled people, 

children, women and the old. The reason behind this agreement is 

that the easiest way to preach them is adopted. If they reject this 

offer too then there is no way except war to provide peace and 

security to Muslims. There should be no hurdle for Muslims to 

practice their beliefs. They should be free in choosing the right and 

abstaining from the wrong.  
 

Eradication of Cruelty and Oppression: 

Islam has legalized war to put an end to cruelty and 

oppression. When the opposing nation practice cruelty against 
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Muslims then war is legalized to support and save the oppressed. 

That is when their homes have been occupied, their rights denied to 

them and their possessions taken from them then the Muslims must 

fight for their brethren. Islam does not like oppression and 

disapproves its propagation in society. Contrary to Christianity, 

Islam does not approve to bear oppression rather it demands the 

complete eradication of oppression from society. When the people 

of Makkah exiled the Muslims and confiscated their properties, they 

were allowed to launch a war against this oppression. The very first 

verse that legalized killing for the sake of religion depicts this idea: 

 [ +   *  )  (  '  &%  $  #  "  !  

  9  87  6  5   4       3  2       1  0  /  .  -

  C  B  A  @   ?  >  =  <  ;  :

  O  NM  L  K  J  IH   G  F  E    D

R   Q  PZ (23)  

“Permission to fight is given to those who are fought 
against, because they have been wronged; and surely 
Allah is able to give them victory. Those who have been 
expelled from their homes unjustly only because they 
said: “Our Lord is Allah.” For had it not been that 
Allah checks one set of people by means of another, 
monasteries, churches, and mosques wherein the Name 
of Allah is mentioned much would surely have been 
pulled down. Verily Allah will help those who help His 
(cause). Truly, Allah is All-Strong All-Mighty.”  

In these verses the people against whom war is legalized 

have only committed one crime i.e. they oppress the people and 

drive the innocent people from their homes. So the oppressed were 

allowed to carry out armed effort against the oppressors and crush 

their hateful motives. This permission is not given only to the 

oppressed but other Muslims are ordered to help their oppressed 

brethren so that the miserable should be freed from the shackles of 

the oppression. As it has been said in Holy Quran: 
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[  +    *   )  (  '  &  %  $  #  "  !

  6  5  4      3  2  1  0  /  .  -  ,

 ?   >  =  <  ;  :  9  8  7Z (24)  

“And what is wrong with you that you fight not in the 
Cause of Allah, and for those weak, ill-treated and 
oppressed among men, women and children, whose cry 
is: “Our Lord! Rescue us from this town whose people 
are oppressors; and raise for us from You one who will 
protect, and raise for us from You one who will help.”  

This order is interpreted by Syed Qutab in these words: 

“So it has been enjoined upon the Muslim Ummah to 
stop oppression in the whole world. They should not do 
it for the sake of material gains or superiority but 
should do it for the glory of word of Allah after coming 
into power.” (25) 

It is religious and moral obligation of Muslims to save not 

only their own selves but also the weak and the needy among whole 

mankind. If the people are suffering under the cruel rule then its 

obligatory on Islamic system to help them and relieve their 

suffering. When a group of Muslims is captured in the cruel grip of 

enemies and have no power to save themselves then it is obligatory 

upon those who are powerful and free to carry out armed struggle in 

order to save their Muslim brethren. This purpose of war has been 

described by Mahmud Sheet Khatab in these words: 

“Jihad is ordered in Islam to uphold the truth and 
eradicate the wrong and to relieve the weak and 
miserable from suffering.” (26) 

 

Eradication of Chaos and Anarchy: 

When the truth is oppressed by force and people are stopped 

from following the right path and led astray and conspiracies are 

made against religion and devilish forces are creating chaos then it is 

obligatory upon Muslim to carry out jihad. All these conditions have 

been described by Quran as reason for jihad: 
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[  ¯®  ¬  «  ª      ©  ¨  §   ¦  ¥

 ¶  µ  ´  ³  ²  ±   °Z (27)  

“And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief) 
and the religion will be all for Allah Alone. But if they 
cease then certainly Allah is the All-Seer of what they 
do.”  

Chaos cannot be stopped without the use of sword, whether 

the chaos is created from within or without. If a group is creating 

chaos from inside or outside to disrupt the unity of Ummah then war 

against them is legal.  This war against anarchy will continue 

forever. It is only legal against those who create chaos through their 

words and deeds. This is the reason that the killing of women, 

children and handicapped is illegal.  

Islam has preached patience and tolerance but no tolerance 

has been ordered against any such attack which is aimed at wiping 

out religion of Allah from the world and taking land from the 

Muslims. The order for protection of religion and Muslim land is 

very strict that if any enemy attacks the Islamic system or Islam then 

it becomes obligatory for all Muslims to leave everything behind 

and fight against the enemy. Therefore the scholars of religion hold 

the opinion that if the Muslim land is attacked then jihad becomes 

obligatory upon every Muslim individually. As Ibn e Qdamah has 

described the situations when jihad becomes obligatory for 

individuals in these words: 

“When the disbelievers attack a Muslim country then it 
is binding on the natives to fight against them and 
defend their land.” (28) 

This idea has been presented in Bdaya al Sina’ae in these 

words: 

“If it is heralded publically that an enemy has attacked 
a certain area then it (jihad) becomes obligatory for 
every Muslim who has power for it.” (29) 
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In Islam liberty is the most important thing in the national 

life of Muslims. It is not only that after losing liberty they lack the 

power to help humanity for which they are created but they do not 

remain capable of establishing system of Shariah upon which their 

whole religious life is based. So any attack on Islamic government 

and Islamic country is considered an attack on Islam even though its 

purpose is only to remove political rule of Muslims rather than 

Islam. In this case the order of obligation of jihad will be applicable 

in the same way as it is applicable during war against Islam. So Dr. 

Wahbat al Zaheeli writes these words about the reasons for war in 

Islam: 

“There are three kinds of circumstances that legitimize 
warfare in Islam, namely, (a) aggression against 
Muslims, either individually or collectively, as 
preachers for Islam, or attempts to make Muslims 
apostates or the launching of war against Muslims. (b) 
Assistance for the victims of injustice, whether 
individuals or groups. (c) Self-defense and to ward off 
attacks on one’s homeland.” (30) 

It means that when open violence is committed against the 

Muslims then war becomes inevitable. Jihad is legal in this case as it 

is the right of every nation, system and society to defend itself from 

foreign insurgency.  

In Sharia e Muhammadi war is a means to maintain peace. It 

is the purpose of war to provide eternal peace and comfort to people. 

To highlight the purpose of war Allama Surkhusi writes: 

“The aim is that the Muslims remain peaceful and carry 
out their religious and worldly activities in peace.” (31) 

The same was the purpose of all the wars that were fought in 

the era of the Holy Prophet SAW. Dr. Mahmud Ghazi writes about 

the wars in the era of Holy Prophet SAW: 

“The reasons of war can be divided into five different 
types. When evident violence is committed against 
Muslims then war becomes inevitable. The second legal 
type is the war that is carried out to eradicate chaos 
whether it is created from within or without. The third 
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type is the war that is launched for the safety of Muslim 
minority or the safety of non-Muslim having treaty with 
Muslims. The fourth type is the war that occurs as a 
continuity of a long time war. The last type of war is 
that which is carried out to remove hurdles in the way of 
propagating Islam or to stop any devilish activity.” (32) 

War can be divided in to two types on the basis of human 

nature and its welfare. First type of war is that which is fought for 

wealth, power and land. The second type is the war that is fought for 

right and eradication of oppression. The first type of war has been 

termed as sin and abstaining from it is ordered. The second type of 

war rises to the level of worship if it is carried out purely and 

without any personal interest. Islam opts for it only for need and it is 

under the laws of justice and human values. There is no option of 

making slaves and taking material resources. So Sayed Qutab 

Shaheed writes: 

“Islam does not approve the wars which are fought 
with the motive of greed and personal or national 
material interests. It rejects all those wars that are 
fought for colonialism, exploitation, trade markets or 
raw materials. It is against the subjugation of human 
beings and rejects the war for the sake of opposition 
and capturing material resources. It also stops from 
all those wars that create false glory of kings and 
national heroes or that urge the love of kingship or 
personal interests. (33) 

So it is proved that only the purpose of war determines 

whether it is jihad or terrorism. If the war is fought for material 

gains then it is terrorism and if the war is fought for the eradication 

of chaos and oppression with the aim of glorification of Allah’s 

name then it is jihad in the way of Allah.  
 

Conclusion: 

Today the west is doing propaganda against Islam that Islam 

spread through sword and the concept of jihad is being related to 

terrorism. Some simple Muslims too become victim of this 

propaganda and they start speaking in the tone of west and in fact 
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jihad is an important, honorable and dignified religious practice and 

it guarantees world peace. The purposes of jihad should be kept in 

mind in order to understand the philosophy of jihad. Jihad was 

adopted in its true spirit in the era of Holy Prophet SAW and in the 

era of Sahaba and in other Islamic eras and the whole world enjoyed 

its fruits and the world became a peaceful place. And when the 

khilafat came to an end and jihad practically stopped then the world 

entered the dismal shades of oppression and misery.  
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